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Dear Sir: 

in response to the Election/Restriction Requirement mailed September 22, 2004, with 
respect to the species election, Applicants elect, with traverse, Species II, planarizing using an oxidizing 
gas. All currently pending claims recite the use of an oxidizing gas. 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal or modification of the 
restriction requirement. It is respectfully submitted that the inventions as claimed can be readily 
evaluated in one search without placing undue burden on the Examiner. That is, all the claims are so 
interrelated that a search of one group of claims will reveal art to the others. 

Applicants reserve the right to pursue examination of any non-ejected claims in continuation or 
divisional applications. 

The Examiner is invited to contact Applicants' Representatives, at the below-Ested 

telephone number if prosecution of this application may be assisted thereby. 
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